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 Education Durham - Guidance for Medium Term Planning 
  

Geography: KS2  

 
Key Unit Question: Destination São Paulo – what do places have in 
common? 
NC Link: Comparing a region in South America with a region of the 
UK 
 

Year Group: 6 
Number of hours:  Approx. 6 

What do we intend pupils to know at the end of this unit of work? 
 

Knowledge of locations, places and their features, human and physical processes and key terminology 
Knowledge of the key physical and human characteristics of a region of South America, world countries and cities. Knowledge of the 
effects of settlement. 
Understanding of similarities and differences, interaction of people, processes and places 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of the human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom and a region within North or South America. 
Working like a geographer: use of geographical information from maps, atlases, globes. 
Use of different types of maps, graphs and information. Use of GIS for mapping and weather information. 
Working like a geographer: use of fieldwork and observational skills to observe, measure and record. 
Possible link to local fieldwork – weather surveys, photographs and field sketching. 
 

The Big Picture/ Rationale (Why are we doing this in this way, what does it build on, link to and lead on to?) 
This unit is designed for the final unit in Y6 and will need adaptation for mixed age teaching. It offers significant challenge via bringing 
together the different aspects of Geography in a comparison of the key features of a region of the UK and a region of South America. 
Use of three types geography resource – photograph, graph and information summary starts to prepare pupils for work in KS3. This 
unit builds on the work done on location, physical geography and biomes in Y5 and the regional geography in the Fantastic Forests 
unit at the start of Y6. It widens the scope of Geographical comparison from the small scale comparison undertaken in KS1 to a wider 
region allowing comparison of more complex features.  
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Prior knowledge 
Continents, equator and tropics, forest type, settlement and climate. Local regional knowledge about landscape, settlement and other 
key human features. 
   

Geographical vocabulary 
Biomes, climate, zones, the equator, tropics, hemispheres, longitude and latitude, sub/tropical, terrain, import, export, leisure,  
inches (rainfall), kilometre, resources (natural), rainforest, urban/isation, population, pollution, flora/fauna, vegetation, networks, 
minerals, energy. 
 

Possible misconceptions (NB Please amend and update each time this planning is used and return to the coordinator) 
Perspective/distance/size – relative size eg How many UKs in the continent 
Size of country 
Generalisation re South America, eg stereotypes/PSHE imperative 
Confusing South American and Africa. 
North America/South America concept – USA is different and within North America. 
 

Knowledge/ planning notes for teachers 
 
The main geography learning activities are based the photograph pack; Destination Sao Paulo! These are available free of charge via 
www.europedirectnortheastengland.wordpress.com 
 
Location: Brazil is located on the east-central coast of South America. It is the fifth largest country in the world, and takes up half of 
the continent. It shares its border with 10 different countries; to the North are Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana, 
along West edge of the country are Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina and Uruguay. In fact Chile and Ecuador are the only 
countries within South America not to share a border with Brazil.  
Brazil is mainly located between the Equator and the Tropic of Capricorn.  
Landscape: Brazil’s landscape is mainly tropical rainforest where over 2,000 different types of trees grow in the wet, hot conditions. 
The Amazon rainforest is made up of thousands of species of plants, animals and insects and is thought to be the most diverse 
ecosystem in the world. The centre of the country is made up of tropical grassland with some trees and shrubs.  Northern Brazil is 
dominated by the Amazon River basin and the forests which surround it. The Amazon is not one river but a network of water ways, the 
total length is 4,250 miles making it the longest river in the world. 
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Climate: The climate in Brazil is mostly tropical and subtropical, but temperatures vary because it has lots of different kinds of 
terrain. In a rainforest area it is hot and humid throughout the year with an average temperature of 27°C.  There is no dry season with 
rainfall all year round ranging from 80-100 inches.  
In Rio de Janerio in summer it can be over 40°C.  Rainfall is still high in this area with an average of 44 inches per year.  
São Paulo has a similar climate to Rio with a rainy summer and drier winter, although, on average, it has more rainfall. 
Political nature: During the 1970s, Brazil was ruled by army generals and people had very little choice or freedom. 
In 1990, free elections were held and the country has held several elections since the return of democracy. 
 

Possible fieldwork link 
 
The final section would link usefully to some local fieldwork. Plan a survey walk of a local city if this has not been done as part of 
earlier fieldwork. Look at aerial photographs and maps before you go. Teachers must complete the walk themselves before taking 
pupils to fully assess and plan to mitigate risk.  
The focus of the enquiry would be what is our city like?  Give one feature to focus on – e.g. transport, leisure. Pupils should observe 
and record their data in the field via photographs, tally charts, field sketch or annotated maps. This data can be used back at school to 
complete the enquiry.  
 

Lesson Questions and suggested activities and assessment opportunities 
 
1. Where in the world is a place like this? 
 
FOCUS: pupils will develop locational knowledge at continental scale – South America and its key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major cities and consider initial similarities/differences to Europe 
 
Starter: Use a selection of contrasting images of up to 6 places across South America (not just Brazil) – to include rainforest, 
waterfalls, city, Andes, coast, Machu Picchu, etc. Can the class suggest what they all have in common? Share the names of the 
places/landmarks OR give the L/L coordinates. (This is easily done as a table with image, coordinates and then a space for pupils to 
find the location.) 
 
Developing locational knowledge of the key features of South America – pupils will need atlases with clear LL markings to locate each 
landmark, note the country and at least one other fact about its location e.g. North of…, East of… Have the class worked out what all 
the landmarks have in common? 
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Provide pupils with an outline map of the countries of South America. (Make this A3 size to give space for labels.) Remind pupils 
about labelling conventions, the need for a title and to show North.  Pupils need to locate and label the land marks on the map and 
then add the following - countries of South America, the Equator, the tropic of Capricorn, the Andes mountain range, the surrounding 
oceans, the major rivers. 
 
Comparison pit stop 1 – discuss and/or note the following: 
How do the locations of South America and Europe differ? 
Are the landscapes of the two continents similar or different? Why? 
 
2. What are the main human and physical characteristics of Brazil? 
 
FOCUS: Pupils will know the key physical and human characteristics of Brazil and consider comparisons of UK population, 
vegetation, climate and main exports. 
 
Starter: Revisit the map of South America. How many countries can pupils identify on the map on the IWB? What do they know about 

any of the countries? Do they know any capital cities? Use Google Earth or similar to focus on Brazil – note the location, size and the 

geographical features visible as an aerial view. Establish some opening geographical enquiry questions that will help pupils 

investigate Brazil – guide pupils to consider questions about the human and physical Geography.  

Group enquiry – Brazil country profile. Pupils must research the different features of Brazil on the country profile pro forma. (See 

Appendix in the planning). Where possible, pupils should start with the different types of maps in the Atlases to help them locate the 

knowledge whilst using geographical information. Teachers may want to allocate different aspects to each group.  

Once pupils have completed the Brazil profile they have some comparison questions to tackle. 

1. How does the size of the populations of the UK and Brazil differ? 
2. What is the main vegetation of the two countries? Similar or different? 
3. How do the climates of the UK and Brazil differ? 
4. What do Britain and Brazil export to other countries? Is there anything the same?  
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3, 4 & 5.  A tale of two cities Durham (or your city) and São Paulo.   
 
FOCUS: pupils will develop knowledge to enable comparison of the key geographical features of a region in the UK and 
region in South America.  Pupils will develop their knowledge of using photographs, graphs and information figures in 
geography.  
 
Starter: All pupils will need a world map without any labels. Start with a recall challenge - using pencil can pupils label the UK? A 
country in Europe, the US, South America, Brazil, the equator, the tropics. Show the class a completed map briefly, see if they can 
correct their original, then give them longer to check and add. Focus the map onto Brazil and locate Sao Paulo on the map – pupils 
should add this to their world map. Explain that today they are going to investigate Sao Paulo and find out what daily life is like in the 
city and its surroundings and start thinking about how it is similar/different to life in Durham. 
 
You will need to provide pupils with the photographs from the Sao Paulo photo pack. Remind pupils that geographers use 
photographs all the time to investigate the key features of a location and that these were all taken in 2016 by some teachers from 
Durham.  Start by asking pupils to discuss the photos and try and organise them into groups. Use the IWB to discuss/model how 
pupils have organised the photographs. What are their initial thoughts about what kind of place Sao Paulo is?  
 
Develop annotation skills – either give each group 2 photographs to annotate – ask them to find human and physical features where 
possible and label them. Or ask pupils to design descriptive captions for a selection of the photographs. 
 
Using the photographs, complete the table to show what you have found out about Sao Paulo. (NB there will not be much yet for the 
last 2) 
 

Vegetation  

Housing  

Education  

Fun and leisure  
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Traffic  

Climate  

Population  

 

4.  What do geographers use to find out about places? 
 
Stater: think/pair/share around the different things Geographers use to find out about a place – especially if they cannot visit (maps, 
graphs, files, records, official reports). Show the class the very special resources they are going to use today – the climate graph, the 
city graph and the education information.  
 
Give each group a set of the three resources – label them figures 1-3. Give the groups time to look at the figures carefully. If you 
laminate them, groups can write questions or observations on them. Come back to a group discussion – have they found out anything 
significant about the size of Sao Paulo? The climate? Education?  
 
Set up investigation of the figures - you may need to run through the graphs to help pupils get the most out of theme. Pupils can then 
go back and add more information to the table they began last lesson. 
 
Extended writing opportunity: 
 
Describe 2 of the key features of the city of Sao Paulo. Use examples from the photographs, graphs or information to make your 
description very clear. 
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5.  Durham (and your nearest city) and São Paulo. 
 
Discuss with pupils the characteristics they have investigated in Sao Paulo. (Location, climate, population, education, etc.)  
 
Divide the class into groups to find out similar information about a region of the UK e.g. North East England.  Discuss with pupils the 
questions they would need to ask to try and answer this big question. Discuss the types of things they would need to know and how 
they might find out. Ensure coverage of physical and human geography. Allocate pairs to investigate a particular aspect and share the 
findings.  
 
FW opportunity - visit a city in the region. Plan a survey walk of an area of the local city. Look at aerial photographs and maps before 
you go. Teachers must complete the walk themselves before taking pupils to fully assess and plan to mitigate risk.  
 
The focus of the enquiry would be what is our city like? Give one feature to focus on – e.g. transport, leisure. Pupils should observe 
and record their data in the field via photographs, tally charts, field sketch or annotated maps. This data can be used back at school to 
complete the enquiry. 

 
 
6.  How are the regions similar and different?  
 
Core knowledge: pupils will apply their knowledge to a comparison of the two regions studied. 
 
Draw the enquiry together by comparing 3 aspects of life in São Paulo with 3 aspects of life in Durham. This can start as a Venn 
diagram and then be developed into a longer report style piece of writing or a news cast using the images from the pack and voice 
overs written by the pupils. 
 
Physical and human features and key vocabulary should be included. This is an ideal opportunity for some peer check and challenge 
before teachers give feedback on the geography specific features in the writing.  
 
 
 

 


