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Education Durham - Medium Term Planning: History KS2 
 

 Medium Term Plan KS2 – Aspect or Theme since 1066 
 

Key Unit Question: 
Having fun in the UK! What’s changed 
since the Romans left? 

Year Group: 6  
Number of hours:  6 

Resources – primary sources on this theme are widely 
available. A collection of suggested sources is available 
from the Education Durham CPD office. Artefacts also 
enhance this unit - contact the LRS for details. 

What do we intend pupils to know at the end of this unit of work? 
 
Historical knowledge – develop chronological understanding and an awareness of the key features of differing periods in the past, use 
dates and key terms as appropriate. 
Explain/ analyse second order concepts – this unit has a strong focus on the concepts of change / continuity and similarity/ difference.  
Primary source use - ask questions about sources, suggest new lines of enquiry and make supported inference. 
Interpretations/ representations of the past – not the focus of this unit. Teachers will want to look at the materials used in the unit to 
ensure that differences between primary sources and historical interpretations/ representations are made clear. 
 

Unit Rationale 
This unit is planned for the end of KS2 to enable a revision of the periods studied and a look forward in overview to ‘what happened 
next’. This is a thematic unit and requires teaching in overview. It can link the learning of KS1 and KS2 together nicely and in this 
Durham planning, teachers are encouraged to use the discretion offered by the curriculum to stretch the chronological range to pick up 
some key milestones from the KS scheme from the Romans onwards. This positions pupils well for the next steps in their learning at 
KS3. This unit of work has been planned to have a particular focus upon certain aspects of historical knowledge and understanding; 
 

• the essential knowledge pupils should gain knowledge of the sequence of the key eras of UK History, the length of time eras and 
ways of doing things lasted, the milestone dates, major technological inventions (printing press, railways, plastics) and key social 
changes that affected having fun and leisure time.  All these contribute to pupils developing a stronger sense of the past – a 
connection that heightens motivation and tends to contribute to lasting memories. 

• the skills of handling primary sources to identify new questions to ask and to make supported inferences; 

• the key second order concepts underpinning this unit are those of change/ continuity and similarity/ difference.  
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The progression in these skills is laid out in the Durham progression framework and should be consulted as class specific LO and 
success criteria are planned. There is significant challenge to pupils in understanding the differing experiences of men / women, adults/ 
children, rich/ poor in the same period of time. Pupils also find the concept of continuity difficult and teachers should bear this in mind. 

Key Vocabulary 
Medieval       change 
Tudor     continuity 
Georgian     transformation 
Victorian    century 
Twentieth Century  similarity 
Post war    difference 
Leisure   technology 
Class     pastimes 

Lesson key questions, foci and suggested activities with assessment opportunities 
 
Lesson one: What was going on here? 
Focus: Building vocabulary and sense of the past.  Making inference from primary sources and suggesting lines of enquiry. Sequencing 
and chronological skills. 
 
Using the PP slide of starter sources showing pastimes from different eras, ask pupils to discuss each source and try to work out what is 
going on and give a reason from the source to back up what they say. Remind pupils about the skills of inference. 
In pairs, pupils can discuss what all the images have in common and what a title might be for the collection of sources. 
Show the pupils the title on a slide Having fun in the UK! What has changed since the Romans left? Can they suggest which the oldest 
and newest sources are? Can anyone suggest what time period they belong to? If time allows, build a quick timeline/ sort the images on 
the smart board to sequence them in chronological order. 
 
Allocate each group one of the sources – pupils should record what they think the source tells them about how people had fun in the 
past. Each group should try and come up with two questions they have about the source or two things they would like to know more 
about now they have looked at the source. Teachers can assess and support improvement in pupil skill of inference and suggesting new 
lines of enquiry. 
 
Homework – can they interview a parent/ grandparent to find out how they spent their spare time when they were 11? How will they 
record their findings? 
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Lesson two – What did happen when the Romans left? 
 
Focus: big picture overview to establish chronology, key eras, dates and some milestone events. Some early thinking about change 
 
Use a dynamic timeline strategy to involve as many of the class as possible. Build a large scale timeline of the key eras – Roman, 
Saxon, Viking, Medieval, Tudor, Stuart, Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian, World War II, Post War. Give each pupil an image with a date 
on to try and place on the timeline. Take a photo of this timeline for pupils to place in books and comment upon. 
 
Give class a summary sheet with the correctly sequenced images with the dates on – pupils should label the images with the correct era 
titles. Teachers can assess the confidence of pupils in using appropriate key terms. Pupils can add what they found out from relatives to 
the end of the timeline. 
Using the timeline, pupils should make a list of 5 different ways they can see people having fun. You may wish to ask them to organise 
the list - board games/ sport/ travel/ making music/ visits etc. They can compare their lists to see what others chose. Can they spot 
anything that changes about the ways people had fun over the centuries? Can anyone choose a moment that seems to show the biggest 
change? Why do they think that might be? 
Where appropriate, written tasks can be set on these themes. 
 
 
Lesson three – What can we discover about having fun long ago? 
 
Focus: using primary sources to build up a sense of period and key features of leisure in a particular era. 
 
Divide the group into groups to cover Roman, Saxon and Viking, Medieval, Tudor and Stuart, Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian. 
Each group will be given a pack containing information and also some primary sources about their era. They need to use the information 
to build a mind map of the different ways people had fun in their particular era.  
Use this mind map to build a piece of extended writing – 
How did people have fun in … era? Encourage pupils to use examples from the primary sources to support their points. 
Or set a scenario that each group is responsible for one information board about fun in their era. They must produce information texts to 
arrange on the information board with the primary sources so that the rest of the class can learn about the different ways people had fun. 
Teachers will want to assess how effectively pupils use details of the key features of different eras and use examples to support their 
points. 
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Lesson four – How did having fun change over the centuries? 
 
Focus: change and continuity. 
 
Pupils will either visit each other’s information boards to gather information about the periods they have not yet studied or groups can be 
reconfigured to have an expert from each era in the group. 
Give pupils a table to record their findings-  
 

How did having fun change over the centuries?  

Roman 
Britain 

Anglo 
Saxon and 
Viking 
Britain 

Medieval 
Britain 

Tudor and 
Stuart 
Britain  

Georgian 
Britain 

Victorian 
Britain 

 

       

 
For discussion or written work - Did any activities remain the same? Are any of the activities the same as the ways you have fun? 
When do there seem to be big changes in the ways people have fun? Why do you think that change happened? All these questions help 
to assess and challenge pupil’s understanding of change. 
 
Homework: To research and find out more about one game played in the past. 
 
Lesson five – Did everyone enjoy themselves in the past? 
 
Focus: similarity and difference of experiences in the past – focus on the Victorian era 
 
Starter – what examples of C21st leisure, pastimes and hobbies can pupils list together? Does everyone enjoy the same thing? Can 
everyone enjoy the same activities? Why not?  
 
Show a selection of primary sources all relating to the Victorian era – can pupils identify the era from the sources? How do they know? 
Who do the sources show having fun? Men or women/ rich or poor. 
What would pupils like to know more about – how might they find out?  
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Use the information about leisure in the Victorian era – this is a substantial information text and can be used to develop pupil skills of 
finding and using information. Comprehension questions can be used to support the identification and use of information. 
Teachers may wish to use a Venn diagram to help pupils see similarity and differences between different groups – a focus on rich and 
poor is useful here. 
In pairs, pupils can plan their viewpoint about whether everyone did enjoy themselves in the past. Remind them they must have 
evidence for their point of view. This can be written up as an example of writing a supported judgement. 
  

Lesson six – Having fun! What has changed since the Romans left? 
 
Focus: developing skills of conceptual understanding, application of knowledge and communication of historical knowledge. 
 
Starter – fast facts recall challenge. Set up a quick quiz so that each pair has to recall and note down key terms, eras and past times. 
This is to aid use of key vocabulary in the main task of the session. In this lesson, the aim is to set up a piece of extended writing to 
explain to the reader the main changes to the ways people have had fun since Roman times. All pupils should be able to describe some 
of the past times that have disappeared over the period and new activities that people have enjoyed. Discuss with pupils and model 
some writing that gives examples and backs up points. Challenge pupils to talk about activities that have remained the same and 
suggest why that is. For additional challenge, pupils could add a paragraph that explains when the most changes took place to having 
fun and why they think this was. 
Teachers can use this piece of writing as an opportunity to assess pupil understanding of change, continuity and how well pupils support 
their points with factual information. 
Invite pupils to share the learning that has surprised them and perhaps a primary source image that was their favourite.  
 
 

 


