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Education Durham - Medium Term Planning: History KS2 
 

National Curriculum topic:  Ancient Greece 
A study of Ancient Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

 

Key Unit Question: 
How have the Ancient Greeks shaped my world? 

Year Group: 3  
Suggested time: 9 lessons 

What do we intend pupils to know at the end of this unit of work? 
 
Historical knowledge: chronological knowledge of the long arc of time, century and millennia, BC/ AD. Ancient Greeks 
significant features, achievements and influence of the Ancient Greeks in relation to democracy, language and art.  
 
Explain/ analyse second order concepts: pupils will be developing and using their knowledge to think about change, 
consequences and significance.  
 
Primary source use: use of photographs of artefacts throughout via observation and moving to making supported inferences 
from sources, including early written primary sources in translation.  
 
Interpretations/ representations of the past: pupils may encounter some artistic representations of the distant past. It is 
important to discuss the difference with a primary source and think about what artists base their ideas on. 
 

Unit 
Rationale 

This unit of work builds on the work about the Ancient world pupils have undertaken earlier in Y3 in the Durham 
Framework. It carries forward vocabulary such as settlement, civilisation, leader, and ruler. It introduces core 
knowledge about government, democracy and decision making that is essential to pupil understanding of later 
periods as well as life in modern Britain. Student knowledge about the richness of   development at the same time in 
History should be built via   a range of activities including   timelines, maps and the use of key terms and dates. This 
unit looks in depth a one of the city states, Athens to look at the key features of life. The unit introduces knowledge 
relating to conflict in the past via the wars between Athens and Sparta, allowing contrast of way of life at the time. 
The impact and legacy of the Greeks is looked at in different ways including the actions and impact of Alexander as 
well as the inventions and new learning of the Ancient Greeks that has been carried forward. The unit does not 
dwell on the Olympic legacy as a focus of class work so that more time can be given to the other aspects of Ancient 
Greek life and legacy. 
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Content 
Summary 
for 
teachers  

People have been living in the area we now call Greece for about 40,000 years. The climate was warm and dry.  
The earliest settlers lived a hunter- gatherer lifestyle. Over time, a series of civilisations developed on the islands. 
2200BCE – 1450BCE the Minoans on Crete. After the Minoans came the Mycenaean civilisation on the mainland of 
Greece. A later Greek writer Homer wrote stories about the Mycenaean’s in the Iliad and The Odyssey. The years 
1100BCE to 800BCE are mysterious years as there are very few primary sources from this era and it is unclear 
what was happening. From 800BCE the Ancient Greeks began trading more with the surrounding areas. Trade was 
very important as there was a shortage of timber for building on the islands and the land was not good for farming 
so the developing towns and cities needed food supplies.  Great cities developed with amazing architecture, open 
air theatres and public buildings and each city state had its own king. Over time, new ways of decision making 
developed with the first republics and the emergence of a basic democracy mainly in Athens.   The Ancient Greeks 
had slaves to do the main work, leaving time for discussion, invention, writing, science and debate. Many of the 
books and writing from the Classical Greek period are still in print today. The city states often fought each other, 
however they also faced enemies from abroad, most importantly the Persian empire. Perhaps the most famous 
period, known as Classical Greece, lasted from 480BCE to about 300BCE.  It is this period that saw the famous 
wars between Athens and Sparta and the threat of invasion by the mighty Persian Empire.  Eventually the Greeks 
were victorious as Alexander the Great invaded and conquered huge areas. From 323BCE to 30BCE the Romans 
took control of Greece, absorbing many Greek ideas and technologies into Roman life. As a result, Greek ideas 
were highly influential across Europe and North Africa  
 

Links to prior knowledge 
Links to significant individuals – ideas studied in KS1 about why some people from the past are significant. 
Continents and geographical directions. 
Settlement and associated terms, cities, civilisation. 
Ideas about rulers, leaders and monarchs from work on Egypt and daily life. 
Links to story knowledge, elements of Mathematics and  
 

Key vocabulary 
Europe, Mediterranean, Crete, Mycenae, citizen, democracy, archaeology, pottery, evidence, ancient, modern, invasion, trade. 
Persian Empire, conflict, war, hoplite,  
 

Common misconceptions (Teachers should update this section as they review learning during the unit) 
BCE/ CE, sequencing of civilisations and relationship between Egypt/ Greece and Rome. 
Confusion of fame and significance 
Confusion of Athens and Sparta 
Confusion of Greek mythical stories and actual historical events 
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L1. When were the Ancient Greeks powerful? 
 

• Pupils will build on their geographical knowledge to develop locate the key city states of Ancient Greece and 
consider the similarities and differences between maps of the area today and maps of the area in the Ancient 
Greek period. 

Use a world map of the Ancient world so that pupils can locate the areas called Ancient Greece, the islands (the main different 
city states Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Delphi, Knossos, and Olympia), the UK and other significant areas at the time.  Remind pupils 
that the names of areas have changes since Ancient times – can they spot any countries that are missing? Consolidate key 
terms: Mediterranean, Europe, South, North Africa 
 

• Pupils will develop their knowledge of the time period when Ancient Greece emerged and dominated the 
Mediterranean. This should build on the terms and dates developed via study of Stone Age and Ancient Egypt.  

Use a large scale timeline activity to revise the sequence and dates of Stone Age/ Bronze Age/ Iron Age with the class, add 
Ancient Egypt and then Ancient Greece – what do pupils notice. Continue the timeline, to scale to bring timeline to present day, 
discuss the gap between Ancient Greek period and our own century. 
Use a simple timeline provided by the teacher of the main events in Ancient Greece. ( An outline can be found at the end of this 
planning) Note the BCE/ CE overlap. Pupils can use the timeline to identify names of leaders, big events, and important places.  
Focus on the ‘Classical Golden Age’ of 500BCE to 323 BCE. These timelines can then be used for pupils to develop three 
questions about the Ancient Greeks that they would like to know more about. 
 
Hint from the network shared hint: end lesson with a jumbled up overview timeline and labels – can pupils put it right? 
 

L2. How do we know about the Ancient Greeks? 

• Pupils will look at the range of primary sources available about the ancient Greeks and begin to make some 
suggestions about Ancient Greek life and skills.  

 
Connecting to prior learning: recall how we know about ancient peoples – archaeology at Stonehenge, Skarae Brae and the 
pyramids. Show pupils short film or photographs of Greek excavations what do pupils think is happening?   Show the pupils 
images of some of the great archaeological sites of Ancient Greece: Parthenon, The Temple at Delphi, theatre at Ephesus, 
Minoan paintings etc. that have shown us how the Ancient Greeks lived. Remind pupils of the key place names discussed last 
time.  Show them also some of the Ancient Greek writings we have – written primary sources for the first time in our course. 
 
Use a selection of photographs of artefacts found by archaeologist to include pottery, statues, buildings and coins, extracts from 
writing, weapons etc. ( examples widely available via internet search or use artefact replicas) 
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In pairs pupils can try to suggest what the item might be and what it suggests to them about the Ancient Greeks.  Record this on 
a table to support written inference. Once pupils have made their suggestion, they can collect the information card that tells them 
what the item actually is.   
 
In table groups, pupils can then categorise the primary sources or allocate titles to groups of primary source. What themes are 
there to the evidence?(suggestions:  war, writing, sport, everyday life, ships, beliefs) 
 

 
L3. What was daily life like in Ancient Athens? 
 

• Pupils will look at the ley feature in the lifestyle of Ancient Athens. This can be extended to look at the very 
difference experiences of men, women and slaves in the Ancient Greek city states. (Useful material can be found in 
BBC Bitesize Ancient Greece for this aspect. There are also some well-made PP shared on TES) 

 
Review with pupils the names of the main city states and their location. Look at the location of Athens and discuss what a coastal 
town might be like - sea faring, trading city, people and ideas from many places. Either set up some pupil research on one or 
more of the following categories or provide some information for pupils to use to find and record key information about two areas.  
Pupils may also be able to apply some of the evidence they saw in primary sources in the previous lesson. Possible focus areas:  
Education  
Trade 
Ideas about war 
Life for women  
Slaves 
Food 
Beliefs 
Money 
 
 

• Communicating new knowledge - Pupils will plan and write a paragraph describing the similarities and differences in 
one aspect of daily life. A Venn diagram can aid this planning. 

 
Extension task/ homework: Individual research project- the Ancient Greek Olympics 
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L4. Who made the big decisions in Ancient Athens? 
 
Note: This lesson is concerned with key knowledge that will be important not only in pupil understanding of later events and 
periods of history, but also to their development of understanding of British values and citizenship. 
 

• Pupils will develop their knowledge about the way decisions were made in Ancient Athens and how this early 
democracy is similar/ different to the way we make decisions today. 

 
Begin by discussing who makes the rules and decisions in school, in the town and then in our country. Discuss where decisions 
are made, what we call the big decisions that rule our country, who has a say in the big decisions and who doesn’t. It may be 
useful to show some prompt pictures of Parliament, a ballot box etc.  Talk about how we decide if someone has done something 
wrong.  Key vocabulary at this stage will be people, government, vote, Parliament, laws, decision, and citizen. 
 
Who made the big decisions in Athens? 
 
Remind pupils about who we know was in charge in Ancient Egypt – one person, the Pharaoh. The city state of Sparta also had 
kings – two of them!  Set up some class reading via of an information text about ancient Athens to highlight key knowledge and 
vocabulary.  (example below) 
 
In ancient Athens, the people were tired of being ruled by a small group of powerful rulers who treated the people badly. These 
bad rulers were called tyrants. The people invented a different way of organising their lives and the rules that they would follow. 
Citizens of Athens would have a special meeting called the assembly at least once a month, on a hill called the Pynx for. Here 
they decided the laws of the city by voting by putting their hands up and who should be the rulers or the council. This was 
decision making by the people. The Greek for people is demos and so we have the word democracy which means rule by the 
people. Only free men were allowed to be citizens. Women and slaves had no say.  
 
The Athenians also had a way of deciding if someone was guilty of law breaking. Punishments included death. A group of people 
called a jury met and made a decisions. Citizens could also vote to remove someone from the city. Citizens wrote the name of 
the person they thought should be removed on a piece of pottery called an ‘ostracon’. Anyone who was named 600 times or 
more was sent away from the city or ostracised. 
 
Either as pairs or as a class, pupils to complete the following table comparing decision making in Athens and modern Britain 
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 Ancient Athens The United Kingdom Today 

Who could be/ can be a citizen?   

How do citizens vote?   

Where did/ do people vote?   

Where did / do people meet to 
make decisions about rules for the 
country? 

  

Who decided/ decides if people 
are guilty of breaking a law? 

  

 
 
Discuss the similarities and differences between the two systems and the origin of the word democracy. 
 
 

L5&6 What new ideas did the Ancient Greeks have and why do we still use so many of them? 
 

• Pupils will develop their knowledge about significant Greek achievements and their impact. The first lesson offers 
an opportunity for use of information text to build up a fact file and then pupils can write a narrative account of 
the work and achievements of the individual.   

 
Starter: use a PP slide showing a triangle, superhero, theatre, history book, ballista, eureka! a  question mark, Greek alphabet 
letters. Can the class suggest any connections? They all began with the Ancient Greeks. 
 
As a whole class look at and note the importance of the development of the alphabet and writing in ancient Greece as a way for 
many people to record their ideas, tell stories and record special events.  
Working pairs, pupils can investigate key Greek ideas/ inventions/ inventors, record the key facts and then and write an account 
of the invention or main ideas of the individual. BBC Bitesize is a very useful resource here. 
Archimedes (Inventor and mathematician) 
Plato (Writer and thinker) 
Herodotus (Historian) 
Aeschylus (Playwright) 
Hippocrates (Doctor) 
Metrodora (Doctor) 
Pamphile ( inventor of weaving) 
Homer (Story teller) 
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Discussion at the end of the lesson is important – now many of these ideas/discoveries do we still use today? Many of the 
Greeks ideas spread because Alexander the Great ad his armies invaded many areas. When the Romans invaded Greece in 
323BCE, they copied many Greek ideas and took them with them as they built up their Empire all over Europe, including Britain 
and North Africa.  

L7.  How well did the Ancient Greeks get on with their neighbours? 
 

 

• Pupils will develop knowledge about conflict and warfare in the Ancient world - causes, some key events and 
features as these developments changed the way wars were fought, introduced naval conflict and led to the 
spread of Greek ideas. The main focus of this lesson is on the conflict between Athens and Sparta and then the 
wars with Persia.  Language pupils may encounter: Hoplite, shield, spear, phalanx, trireme. 

 
Starter: Revisit the map of the Ancient World with the key Greek city states and the surrounding powers marked. Ask pupils to 
suggest reasons why the different city states might not always have got on with each other and why other powerful countries 
might want to attack and invade the city states? (Trade, land, food resources, wealth, capture slaves).  
 
Explain to pupils that there was a lot of tension in the Ancient Greek area. City states needed to get hold of enough timber, food 
and other resources to keep their people well and strong. This meant either making friends with their neighbours and agreeing to 
trade goods or going to war, invading and taking over the land. Often, city states joined together into an alliance to fight the other 
cities. The two most famous alliances were the Athenian League and the Spartan Alliance. These two alliances were often at war 
with each other. Eventually they two sides had to stop fighting to stop an enemy from further away – the Persian Empire.  
 
Use the BBC Bitesize KS2 Ancient Greeks at War information. Pupils need to use the information to find out the answers to the 
following questions 
 

1. What were the Greek soldiers called? 
2. What did the Greek soldiers carry? 
3. What was the special name for the way Greek soldiers stood together in battles? 
4. How long did the Spartans train to be soldiers? 
5. What were Greek warships called? 
6. What was special about the shape of the Greek ships? 

 
Extension/ research task. 
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Find out some information about one of the important battles fought by the Greeks and design an information card. 
 

BATTLE: Marathon/ Thermopylae/Salamis 

DATE: 

THE SIDES: 

IMPORTANT PEOPLE: 

THE WINNER: 

SPECIAL FACTS: 
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L8. History investigation – Alexander the Great 
 

• Pupils will develop their knowledge of a significant person from the past who was key to the spread of Greek 
ideas and influence and use it to write a narrative account of Alexander’s journeys with the focus on using 
specific factual detail- dates, places, events, people. New vocabulary - empire, is introduced. 

 
Suggested activities 
Starter:  revisit the timeline so that pupils can locate Alexander in relation to other events e.g. battles studied in the previous 
lessons. Show pupils a map of Alexander’s invasions and travels.  Use  a modern map  to find and perhaps quickly shade  the 
places Alexander invaded – Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Iran, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan . Talk about how hard this would be in an age of no motorised transport, look at 
distances, mountains, rivers and sea crossings.  Note the word that describes many lands ruled by one person is – Empire.  
There are also some useful short animations of Alexander’s rule online. 
 
Give pupils an information text looking at Alexander’s journeys, battles and victories. ( An outline can be found at the end of the 
planning) Pupils can gather information and record it in a fact file. This fact file can then be used to provide the factual information 
for pupils to plan and write a narrative account of Alexander’s journeys. Remind pupils of the importance of including specific 
details in their historical writing.  This is an ideal opportunity for pupils to check a peer’s work for dates, places and events just 
before it is fully finished.  
 

L9. What is the most important legacy of the ancient Greeks? 
 

• Pupils will use their knowledge gained throughout the unit to consider the impact of Greek inventions, skills and 
achievements over a long period of time.  

 
Suggested activities 
 
Starter: Revisit the timeline to look at the distance of time from Ancient Greek era to modern day. Use some cue cards to remind 
pupils of some of the things they have discovered about the Greeks (democracy, understanding Maths, plays and theatre, stories 
and poems, sport and fitness, Greek words, first doctors, Historians, hoplites, amazing buildings, slaves, women not treated 
fairly, only boys go to school). Decide how many of them can be carried forward from the Greek era to our own and which have 
been left behind? This is best done as a dynamic timeline to that pupils have a sense of long lasting impact.   
 
Pupils will look at several of the key legacies in more detail.  
For this lesson each group will need a set of legacy information cards such as those shown below. The lesson will be an exercise 
in democracy, Athenian style. Each member of the group will read out their card in turn. The group must discuss how important 
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they think each legacy is. The group could place the cards on a significance line or sort into important /not so important. At the 
end of the discussion, each person has one vote to choose the most important legacy. 
 Pupils will write down the decision as to what their group decided is the most important legacy of the Greeks is and why. Remind 
pupils that they must give reasons for their answers. 
 

The people of Athens shared power among the people instead 
of one person ruling everyone else. Every citizen had a vote 
about new rules and who should have jobs in the government. 
This was democracy and it is the way nearly every country is 
organised in our world today 

The Ancient Greeks were the first Scientists. They studied the 
Earth and stars, invented levers and pulleys and discovered 
many new ideas about mathematics.  Even today these 
inventions and ideas are part of our schools and universities. 

The Ancient Greeks developed the idea of plays and theatre to 
tell stores and entertain people. They wrote down plays that 
made people laugh called comedies and sad plays about 
suffering called tragedies. Today plays, films and TV 
programmes still use Greek ideas about acting, stories and 
making people laugh or cry. 

The Ancient Greeks had a new way of deciding if someone was 
guilty of a crime. Ordinary citizens listened to the evidence and 
made the decision. They were called a jury. In most countries of 
the world today, it is citizens who listen to the information and 
decide if someone has broken a law. 

The Ancient Greeks wrote amazing stories and poems about 
heroes, villains, wars and adventures. Today many of our 
favourite story ideas are inspired by the Ancient Greeks. 

The Ancient Greeks had a special sporting event at Olympia in 
honour of their main god Zeus. It was a time of peace between 
the city states and no cheating was allowed. Today, every four 
years, athletes from all over the world meet at the Olympics to 
compete in sports just like the ancient Greeks. 

The Ancient Greeks built amazing buildings. They worked out 
how to build tall buildings with columns. Today many of our 
buildings copy the Greek ideas. 

Some of the first doctors were from ancient Greece. They took a 
special promise to look after patients carefully. The same ideas 
about caring for patients are still followed by doctors today. 

Ancient Greeks wrote the first History books and had the idea 
that historians should look at documents and eye witness 
accounts. Today we still make sure we use primary sources 
when we study history. 

The Ancient Greeks invented an alphabet so that ordinary 
people could read and write.  Today over 150,000 words in the 
English language come from ancient Greek.   

  

 
 
 
 

Useful links 
British Museum  - Ancient Greece 
Smithsonian Learning Lab – useful images of artefacts 
Durham Library Resource Service – boxes and books related to all aspects of Ancient Greece. 
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Key dates of Ancient Greece 

 

2000 BCE – 1700BCE Mycenaean civilisation on the mainland of Greece. Bronze Age Greece  

1200BCE  The Trojan Wars begin   

1100 BCE The first Greek city states ruled by kings Iron Age Greece  

800 BCE Homer the great story teller compose the Iliad and writes the 
Odyssey 

  

776 BCE The first Olympic games   

750 - 700 BCE Invention of the Greek alphabet   

600 BCE The first Greek coins   

525 BCE Aeschylus the great playwright was born   

507 BCE Democracy begins in Athens   

500 BCE The first Greek ships called triremes sail   

490BCE The Battle of Marathon against the Persian Empire   

480 BCE Persians defeated  by the Greeks at the sea battle od Salamis The Classical Period  

469 BCE Socrates the great writer born   

432 BCE The Parthenon is finished   

431-404BCE The Peloponnesian Wars  between Athens and Sparta   

404 BCE Athens surrenders to Sparta   

336- 323 BCE Rule of Alexander the Great  The Hellenistic Period  

296 BCE Roman victories over the Greeks begin   

287BCE Archimedes the great scientist born   

86BCE Romans invade and destroy Athens The Roman period  

330AD Roman rule of Greece ends   
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Alexander the Great 355BCE – 322BCE 

Alexander was born in the Greek city state of Macedonia in 356BCE. He was taught by the famous Greek philosopher Aristotle. In 

336 BCE Alexander became king. He was a very well organised and determined king. Soon he had made Macedonia the most 

powerful state in Ancient Greece with his huge army and powerful cavalry. 

Alexander then set out to defeat the main enemy of the Greeks – the Persian Empire. When he set off with his soldiers and cavalry, 

he also took along engineers, scientists and even historians.  

He led his army in battles in Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt without a single defeat. Often his Persian enemies much bigger armies, 

but Alexander was very good at planning and he defeated the Persian Emperor Darius. Alexander’s soldiers were very well trained 

and carried javelins, very long spears. 

When Alexander invaded Egypt he founded the city Alexandria and built many new buildings.  In 331 BCE he had a famous victory 

at the battle of Gaugamela in the area we now call Iraq. This made Alexander not only King of Macedonia but also leader of the 

Greeks, pharaoh of Egypt and the king of Persia. In 326BCE he reached the area we call Pakistan. He died in 323 BCE in Babylon 

Alexander travelled for over 11,000 miles. He founded 70 cities and a huge empire. All across his lands, people travelled, traded 

ideas and goods. 

This huge empire of many lands was linked by the same language – Greek and many Greek ideas and customs spread all over 

Europe, Egypt, and as far as the Indian Punjab. Everyone was allowed to keep their own beliefs and religion in Alexander’s Empire. 

 

 

 

 

 


