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Education Durham – Guidance for Medium Term Planning  

 
Geography 

 

Key question for this unit: 
What might we see on a holiday? 
 

Year group: 2 

What do we intend pupils to know at the end of this unit of work? 
 
Geographical knowledge of locations, places, features and processes: location of the world’s continents, the location of the 
equator, the location of the UK and its capitals, key vocabulary as relevant to the areas chosen as focus.  
Understanding of similarities and differences and interactions: comparison of the human and physical geography of two 
small areas.  
Working like a geographer – use of geographical information: Use of aerial photographs, use of atlases.  
Working like a geographer – fieldwork and geographical skills: use of aerial photographs, devising a simple map, using simple 
compass directions to describe location of features on a map.  
 

Big picture/ unit rationale 
This unit builds on the local geographical place knowledge pupils have developed in KS1 so far, including the features of human 
and physical geography and the location of the UK and the world’s continents and oceans. It provides an opportunity to revisit the 
location of the Equator and Poles.  It deepens pupils’ knowledge of the UK by looking at a small area in greater depth and then a 
contrasting area of a non-European country and fuels curiosity about new parts of the world.  The examples in this planning focus 
on a small area of the North East and a small area of Kenya to develop knowledge of coasts and mountains.  It encourages a 
problem solving/ decision making approach that gives a shape to the enquiry and encourages pupils to justify choices. The focus 
on comparison enables pupils to develop their knowledge about similarities and differences across human and physical 
Geography. 
This unit prepares pupils to look at a place at a wider scale in KS2 when the comparison moves to regional scale and helps to 
ensure pupils have secure locational knowledge of the continents, the UK and human and physical features as well as basic 
knowledge of using aerial photos, simple atlas, maps and information about places. 
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Prior knowledge 
Names and locations of the 7 continents and 5 oceans. Location of the UK, the four countries of the UK and their locations. The 
basic meaning of human geography and physical geography. Simple atlas uses and basic compass knowledge. Use of maps.  
 

Common misconceptions 
Pupils may not have experienced a holiday, and this can stand in 
the way of the learning 
Confusion of country and continent 
Grasp of the scale of a place – size, relative size and relative 
location 
Assumptions about places related to stereotypes 
Confusion about direction  

Core vocabulary – please note this not exhaustive 
United Kingdom, North East, Middlesbrough, Saltburn  
Human feature: town, city, house, farm, shop, road 
Physical feature: beach, sea, cliff, hill, vegetation, river, 
ocean 
World 
Continent 
Location  
Africa, Kenya, Masai Mara 
Compass points 
North, South, East, West 

Notes for teachers 
Please be aware, the focus of this unit is only on a small area of the UK and similarly small area of a contrasting Non-European 
country. This is the knowledge scope outlined in the NC as being required at this stage. It is very easy for this unit to drift into a 
study of changing holidays over time. This can cause confusion and prevent the geographical knowledge being developed 
sufficiently. This unit is not a unit about tourism.  
Knowledge notes for teachers 
This planning focuses on two small areas. 
Saltburn-by-the-Sea in the North East of England. The town is located on the North East Coast, South of Redcar, to the North of 
Staithes and East of Middlesbrough.   
This small area has been selected as it is coastal, has a beach, some areas of vegetation, is not heavily built up and has some 
very distinctive human features including the railway, the Pier, the Tramway, shops and leisure facilities.  
And the Masai Mara area in the south west of Kenya. 
This small area of a Kenya, as a part of a non–European country has been chosen to give some balance to the Geography 
curriculum by ensuring pupils have knowledge of a range of continents. This area can easily be swapped for another small area 
for example in Asia or Oceania.  
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The Masai Mara is a National reserve and a protected area of savannah wilderness. The vegetation is grassy and there are two 
major rivers.  The area is home to a wide range of wildlife including lions, cheetahs and hippos.  About 83mm of rain fall each 
month and the temperature ranges from 12-30 oC.  
 

There are some very useful film extracts available via BBC Class clips and parts of the BBC Big Cat Diary give a sense of the 
physical geography of the area. 

Possible fieldwork link 
A visit to a coastal area may be possible for this unit. If so, it is suggested that the human features of the coastal area are the 
main focus of the field work as physical fieldwork at a coastal location is developed in KS2.  
 

Suggested lesson questions and activities 
 

1. What might we find on holiday in the UK?  
Focus: The likely human and physical features at popular holiday destinations in the UK.  
The planning and resource suggestions below would engage pupils with the following vocabulary: country, North, South, 
East, West, beach, coast, hill, sea, river, vegetation, city, island. 
Suggested resources: Maps of the UK, on screen compass, photographs of popular holiday destinations. 
Starting suggestion – Use a map of the UK, without the country names on, but showing some popular holiday areas. Revisit 
with pupils the names of the four countries of the UK, discuss N/S/E/W. Which popular holiday destinations are in England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland? Which is N/S/E/W? 
(Suggested holiday destinations to show – Giant’s Causeway in Northern Ireland, Ben Nevis in Scotland, Cardiff Castle in Wales, 
Lindisfarne in the North East, showing the castle/harbour as well as the beach and sea, beaches of Newquay, London’s sites (try 
and include the Thames on the photograph), caravan site Lake District (try and ensure there is a hill or lake in the picture). 
 

Developing new knowledge – share the key terms pupils will be using human features and physical features. Model an 
example of the task – labelling like a geographer and adding a title to the photograph and a key. 
Give each pair of pupils two of the photographs you used in the starter activity, make these contrasting in terms of a mainly 
physical geography destination and the other a mainly human geography destination. Pupils need to label the human and 
physical features they see. Teachers may want to provide some labels.  Pupils can then colour code their labels with a simple dot 
and make a key. They should add a title to each photograph.  
 
Can pupils explain to another group what they would find if they visited one of the destinations?  Where would pupils most like to 
go? How would they get there? How far away is it? 
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2. What can we find out about a mystery place from the air? 
Focus: the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, Saltburn, the use of aerial photographs and maps of an 
area. 
The planning and resource suggestions below would engage pupils with the following vocabulary: map, country, North, 
South, East, West 
Suggested resources: Google Maps or similar. Map of the UK with Saltburn located on it, without a label. Map of the North East 
with main towns and cities marked on it. 
 
Starting suggestion: Set up the zoom function on Google maps without place names. Do not tell the class where you are going 
to be looking at today. The sense of mystery is a great hook!  Start with a country - scale view. Revise UK subject knowledge, 
can pupils also recall where the UK is located? Zoom in down the scale, first onto England, then the North East and finally over 
Saltburn – by the Sea. Establish key vocabulary as you go down the scale – country, county, town etc. N/S/E/W.  Hover over the 
town - how will we describe the location of the mystery place?  
 
Developing new knowledge: As a class, work together to label the map of the UK with countries and pupils may have some 
other places to add – perhaps the places looked at in the last lesson. Add North to your map. Pupils now need to write an 
accurate description of the location of the mystery destination – in which country of the UK? In which area? Inland on the coast?  
To the North of which area? To the South of which town?  Use the map of the North East to help pupils to work out the place 
name of our mystery destination – they can now add this to their map. 
Switch to satellite view in Google maps – this is a good chance to remind pupils how these maps are produced by GIS. What else 
can they now see about the mystery destination.  
This can be recorded as a simple table or teachers may wish to provide groups with copies of an aerial satellite view of Saltburn 
by the Sea so that labels can be added. (By using different base maps, you can show pupils terrain as well as satellite imagery). 
 
Network hint: 
Give the pupils a Geography Spotter table (see example below) to use when they look at a map or aerial photograph of an area 
for them to tick off/ add details about what they can find. 
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My Geography Map Spotter Table 

Is there a river in this place?   

Are there roads in this place?    

Is there any green space or 

vegetation? 

  

Is there a beach in this place?   

Are there houses in this place   

Are there hills or mountains in 

this place? 

  

Is there farmland in this place?   

 

 
3. What would a visitor find at Saltburn by the Sea? 
Focus: locating the physical features of a place including vegetation, forest, hills, beach, river, cliff, sea, the weather. Producing a 
simple map showing the physical features. 
Suggested resources: A selection of photographs showing the main physical features of Saltburn. These are easily accessible 
via images of the area online. Careful selection will allow for maybe using just three images. 
The planning and resource suggestions below would engage pupils with the following vocabulary: feature, physical, 
vegetation, forest, hills, beach, river, cliff, sea, the weather. 
Starter suggestion: Show pupils four photographs – house, road, beach and river. Can they make pairs – two physical and two 
humans. Ensure pupils have a very clear definition of human and physical. You may want to consolidate this with a sort exercise 
of human and physical features either at word of word & image level. Explain that today pupils are just looking out for the physical 
features of Saltburn. 
 
Developing new knowledge: Provide pupils with the photographs of Saltburn and some readymade labels of physical features: 
vegetation, forest, hills, beach, river, cliff, sea. Pupils can add these to the photograph. They may also be able to spot other 
physical features and want to label these. Discuss with the class the other physical feature that we can work out from the 
photograph – the weather. What can they see happening? Provide pupils with a very simple base map of the area. Pupils add 
physical feature details to the map and add a key. You may want to use a symbol to do this. 
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4. What human features would we see at Saltburn by the Sea? 
Focus: the human features of a place: town, house, office, shop, farm, pier, railway, park 
 
Starter suggestion – revise the definition of physical features and introduce human features, things made by people. Check 
pupils can sort these. Show pupils the main human features of Saltburn on photographs or again use an online map to zoom in 
and out. You may want to match up human feature labels to the photographs. (Pupils often notice many other human features) 
Developing new knowledge:  Provide a summary photo sheet showing the main human features of Saltburn. Pupils will 
use their photographs to write a guide to Saltburn – what can visitors see and do in Saltburn. Pupils should include the human 
features first.  This is a great opportunity for some peer check and challenge looking at which features have been mentioned. 
What else do pupils think Saltburn needs? What do they think is missing? Is there somewhere good to play?  
 
5. Destination Kenya – what will we see?  
Focus: identification of Africa, the equator and the location of Kenya on a map and some of its key features.  
The planning and resource suggestions below would engage pupils with the following vocabulary: continent, equator, 
Kenya, mountain, city, coast. 
 
Starter Suggestion: If possible use a range of artefacts or if not, a range of images to see if pupils can suggest where the next 
mystery destination might be. This is a good opportunity to dispel myths and stereotypes about Africa. Include images of the 
modern busy cities of Nairobi, the peaks of Mount Kenya with snow on them, the tropical coastline, the savannah and its wildlife, 
tea plantations, Kenyan flag.  
Developing new knowledge: Using a simple atlas, support pupils to find a world map showing the continents and main 
countries. Check that pupils can locate Africa, the Equator and then can they find Kenya.  Pupils need to apply their knowledge of 
how to describe a geographical location, to write a description of the location of Kenya. This should include area of the continent, 
the countries that border Kenya and the name of the ocean that forms the Eastern border.  
 
6. On safari in the Masai Mara – what will we find? 
Focus: the human and physical geography of a small area of a non-European country, the Masai Mara of Kenya. The types of 
vegetation and human features found there. Use of geographical information texts to develop new knowledge. 
The planning and resource suggestions below would engage pupils with the following vocabulary: National Park, 
savannah, wild life, grasslands, trees. Safari. 
Suggested resources: DVD or similar clip showing the Masai Mara safari or wildlife, information text about the Masai Mara.  
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Starter suggestion: as this lesson is focused around using information texts to develop new knowledge, colleagues may want to 
pre-teach some vocabulary as the starter to the lesson maybe with some image clues. A short clip of a safari journey in the Masai 
Mara could also be used to generate core vocabulary and a sense of place.  
Developing new knowledge: Use an information text about the Masai Mara or being on safari in the Masai Mara to enable 
pupils to learn more about the human and physical features of the area. Teachers will want to develop their own summaries to 
suit their class. Some suggested core knowledge can be found in the information summary at the end of this planning.  Pupils 
can identify the key information about the Masai Mara – physical and human and record it as a class summary. There is also 
great scope for some comprehension work here focused on the geographical terms. 
 
7. Saltburn or Safari – where shall we go? 
 
This end of lesson sequence opportunity is the ideal chance to review the new knowledge gained over the unit and ensure pupils 
are secure in the core material around locations and human and physical features. This can be done by completing some 
comparison of the main human and physical features the pupils have noted in each place. A comparison table can be very helpful 
here considering location, types of buildings, vegetation, rivers. It is also useful to ask pupils why they think the places differ – the 
location and climate are important to stress here. 
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Map images to support teaching 

 

  

 

All map images sourced at Google Maps for teacher information only. 
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Location of the Masai Mara Reserve 
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Summary information on the Masai Mara National Reserve for teacher use. 

The Masai Mara National Reserve is one of Kenya’s oldest National Parks. It was set up in 1948 as a wildlife sanctuary. The 

reserve covers an area of nearly 600 square miles. This is the land of the Maasai people who work with their cattle, moving around 

as they find the best land for their herds.  The land of the Masai Mara is mainly flat, with grass lands as far as the eye can see. 

There are only a few trees, dotted across the land. There are no forests. 

There are some very important rivers running across the Masai Mara Park. These rivers are very important for the wild life and the 

people that live there.  

There are very few buildings in the Masai Mara. There are towns around the edge of the National Park and a few small villages.  

The Masai Mara is famous for the large mammals that live there or travel to eat the fresh grass that grows after the rains each year.  

The zebra, Thomson's gazelle, wildebeest, African buffalo, giraffe, elephants and others arrive to graze and later move on. Lions, 

leopards, cheetahs follow, as do vultures and hyaenas. Hippos and Nile crocodiles are in the rivers. This great journey made by the 

wildlife is called The Great Migration. 

 Masai Mara grasslands during the Great Migration. Source: National Geographic. 

 


