
Education Durham: Primary Geography MTP Guidance KS1. What is our country like? 2018 Final        1 

 Education Durham - Guidance Medium Term Planning   
 

Geography: KS1 

 
Key Unit Question: What is our country like? 
 

Year Group: 1 
 

What do we intend pupils to know at the end of this unit of work? 
 
Knowledge of locations, places and their features, human and physical processes and key terminology 
Develop their locational and place knowledge of the United Kingdom to include: the four countries which make up the United 
Kingdom, their capital cities, the names of the surrounding seas, key characteristics of the four countries. 
Develop knowledge of weather as a physical process.   
Identification of daily weather patterns in the UK. 
  
Understanding of similarities and differences, interaction of people, processes and places 
Knowledge of some basic similarities of and differences between different parts of the UK 
 
Working like a geographer: use of geographical information from maps, atlases, globes. 
Use of GIS, globe, basic atlas and UK maps. Weather information. Recording on their own map. 
 
Working like a geographer: use of fieldwork and observational skills to observe, measure and record. 
Observation of daily weather patterns in the UK. 
 

The Big Picture/ Rationale (Why are we doing this in this way, what does it build on, link to and lead on to?) 
This unit moves pupil knowledge up the scale from local to national. The sequence of planning enables pupils to locate the UK at 
different scales and reinforces locational language. There is an emphasis in this set of planning about pupils becoming familiar about 
the shape of the UK and the constituent countries. Locations of capital cities and some associations with basic landmarks, shown as 
quality photographs, supports the development of geographical knowledge of use of geographical information.  Key topographical 
features of the UK including physical features such as hills, mountains, coasts and rivers are also introduced in this unit as a way of 
looking at the physical characteristics of the UK. The unit has a strong emphasis on direction to allow introduction of some compass 
points and the idea of distance. Some regional landmarks are included to lay the ground work for KS2 knowledge about a region of 
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the UK and to support pupil sense of place. There is a very useful opportunity for some observational fieldwork regarding local 
weather in this unit if this was not covered earlier in the year. 
 

Prior knowledge 
This will vary between pupils. Pupils have used basic maps already and have talked about the address and location of the school in 
early units. Some pupils are well travelled and/ or have relatives in different parts of the UK. Some weather work may have been 
undertaken earlier in the year. 
 

Key vocabulary 
Earth, ocean, sea, coast, land, continent, island, United Kingdom, Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England, Northern Ireland, Capital city, 
London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, Dublin. North Sea, Atlantic Ocean, The Channel, Irish Sea. Direction, North, South, East, West. 
Forest, hill, river, weather, city, coast, country, capital. 
 

Possible misconceptions (NB Please amend and update each time this planning is used and return to the coordinator) 
Pupils find the sense of direction around the UK tricky. Many pupils think England is the name for the whole island(s). Northern and 
Southern Ireland can be tricky to understand. Pupils may not know what ‘a country’ is.  
 

Knowledge/ planning notes for teachers 
You will need to be confident in using Google Maps or similar to zoom and hover. Investigate using the pin function mark places. 
Basic/ first atlases are needed that show the UK.  Outline maps of the UK will be needed and several other maps, simplified to remove 
some of the extra detail. Possible resource – Digimaps. 
 
The United Kingdom is situated in the NW of Europe. It was formed by the union of the kingdoms of Wales, England, Scotland and 
Ireland. Ireland split into N and S in 1922.  Only NI is part of the UK. The UK’s main upland areas in the North and West of the country 
– Grampians, Pennies, Cumbrian Hills and Cambrian Mountains. The main rivers are the Thames, Severn and Trent.  The UK has a 
temperate climate with mild, wet winters and warm summers.  
 
 

Possible fieldwork link 
Local weather observation, survey and basic recording of weather in the school grounds during the period of study. 
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Lesson Questions and suggested activities and assessment opportunities 
 
1. Where in the world are we?  
 
Core knowledge: Pupils need to know the location of the UK in general terms on a globe, world map and map of Europe. 
Pupils develop knowledge in overview of some of the key physical and human features of the UK. 
 
Starter: show a view of the earth from space. Discuss what stands out – water, land. Zoom in closer to the northern hemisphere and 
the European land mass – what can pupils see now, do they know the name for all the countries joined together?  Can they spot any 
countries not joined together? What do we call countries surrounded by water? Can any of them spot the UK on the  globe, then a 
world map, then a map of Europe – on each occasion ask class where are we UK and home area? Hover over the UK what can they 
begin to see? Hills, rivers, towns, cities, fields, forests, other smaller islands. 
 
Collaborative writing – My country from space 
Work in manner most appropriate to the group to describe the UK from space. The description should include information on location, 
the continent the UK is part of, the shape of the UK, the features visible from above (birds eye view idea can be useful here). 
 
Provide each pupil with resource sheet showing the UK on unlabelled maps at three different scales: figure 1 a globe, figure 2 a world 
map, and figure 3 a map of Europe. Can the pupils find the UK on each of the maps and label it? (Use mapping conventions for 
labels). Look at the world map, can the pupils find the top and bottom – Poles, North and South? Now add a North Label to each of 
the maps to show direction. 
 
Discussion: Why do the class think our country is called the United Kingdom? Can we work it out by looking at the root words? 
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2. What countries are in the United Kingdom? 
 
Core knowledge: pupils will develop knowledge of the names of the countries of the UK, their capital cities and the 
surrounding seas, identify these on a map and locate them on a simple messy map of the UK. 
 
Starter: reminder of the UK from space and what pupils notices. Do they know the names of any other places in the UK, maybe from 
holidays or where family live? Use a couple of the examples pupils give to zoom around the UK on the search option to find the 
different towns.  
 
Map making – Show the pupils a very simple outline map of the UK clearly delineated into E/S/W/I/ NI with the capital cities of each 
marked. Discuss what they can see. Explain that a very long time ago, each of these countries belonged to a different king or queen - 
kingdoms. When all the kingdoms joined together the United Kingdom was created. 
Explain to pupils that in pairs, they are going to build their own map of the UK (Playdough is perfect for this). Talk about what every 
good map needs – a title, clear labels and an arrow showing which way is North. Each pair will need the simple map of the UK to copy 
and some card to make labels/ pre-printed labels to add. 
This is a good opportunity for peer check and challenge - are the kingdoms the right shape? Are the capital cities labelled?  
Pupils can have a photograph of their maps in their books. 
 
Network tip: make black cut out silhouette shapes of each of the kingdoms and see if pupils can recognise them and reorganise them 
to make a UK. Keep using these throughout the sequence of lessons to reinforce the learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education Durham: Primary Geography MTP Guidance KS1. What is our country like? 2018 Final        5 

 
3. What is special about my United Kingdom? 
 
Pupils will develop knowledge about the key physical features of the UK to include the surrounding seas. Pupils will develop 
knowledge about using a simple atlas to find information and present findings on a map. 
 
Starter: Using Google Maps or the UK from the air website, recall and discuss what we can see from above the UK, find the school’s 
location again – record the key words hills/rivers/valleys/coasts/towns/cities/lakes. Where are there the most hills? 
 
Using an atlas to work like a Geographer – pupils will need a simple blank map of the UK. As a class revise and add the names of the 
countries of the UK to the map. Add North to the map.  Pupils will work in pairs, or with support to use the Atlas to find the names of 
the seas and Ocean surrounding the UK and add them to the map. From the atlas, pupils need to find the hilly areas of the UK and 
add them to the map – Grampians, Pennines, and Cambrian Mountains. Some pupils may be able to add 2 major rivers – Thames, 
Severn and/ or local river, major lakes. 
 
 
Discuss – where are most of the hilly areas in the UK?  (North and Wales)  Where is it flatter? -  The south. How close are we to hilly 
areas? Which direction is the English Channel from where we live? Where are our nearest cities? 
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4. What is the weather like in the United Kingdom? 
 
Pupils will develop knowledge about some of the basic terms used to describe the daily weather and how weather differs 
around the UK on the same day. 
 
Starter: Use a weather map of the UK showing basic weather detail. (Met office useful for this, they have a for schools section). 
Recall countries, capitals of the UK and whereabouts the school is located. Look at the different symbols shown on the map for the 
weather and discuss what they mean. 
 
Weather detectives: Is the weather the same everywhere in the UK today? Pupils will use the weather map and some weather 
observations from the school grounds to find out the following – useful to record this on a table. 
Part of this lesson will require some weather data collection in the school grounds. Teachers may want to set this up earlier or have 
one group gathering this data and supplying to the rest of the class. 
 

 In our school 
playground? 

Near London? Near Edinburgh? Near Cardiff? Near Belfast? 

Is it sunny …      

Is it cloudy …      

Is it raining or snowy…      

Is it windy…      

Is it warm or cold…      

 
Discuss why the weather is not the same everywhere today.  Pupils can complete a weather report for a chosen area or a fieldwork 
report on the weather in the school grounds and how they found out. (methods) 
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5. Where shall we go today?  
 
Pupils will develop knowledge of the countries and capitals of the UK and their characteristics. 
 
Starter: Using a map of the UK revise the four countries and their capitals, add a landmark picture for each capital city to the map.  
Do pupils know any of them? (Suggest Big Ben, Arthur’s Seat, Welsh Parliament building, Belfast Port).  Discuss with pupils how 
far/near each capital is to your school. Which direction will we need to travel in to get to each capital city? Use N, then add S, W. (Why 
won’t we go East? If we did where would we end up?!) How long would it take to get there? How would we get there? 
 
Destination London! Work as a class looking at maps of the UK to locate your home town and London. Join the two locations.  
Underline three towns you will pass through on your way south to London. As a class, write and record a description of the location of 
London. 
 
Pupils can work in pairs or groups. To support the writing provide a pack of aerial photographs of London and pictures of key 
landmark buildings. (Suggestion - aerial view showing Thames and built up housing, Heathrow airport, Parliament, the British 
Museum, Trafalgar Square, The Tower of London).  Pupils should discuss what they can see in the photographs and record their 
ideas as their ‘London List’. Each pupil can then choose one photograph to label – what can they see?  
 
Notes for teachers:  
There are considerable additional writing opportunities with this material.  
James Mayhew’s ‘Katie in London’ 
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6. What would I see on a journey North? 
 
Pupils will develop knowledge of direction and some key towns in their home region. Pupils will develop map use 
knowledge by using a more detailed map. 
 
Starter: Start with the map of the UK on the IWB. Recall the location and direction of London. Ask pupils to demonstrate going North 
on the map by going along the coast.  
 
Explain to the class that they are going to plan a trip from school to visit an extinct volcano – Arthur’s Seat. Can they recall where it 
will be? The route must take them through some important towns in the North East of England.  What direction is this? 
Provide a pack of photo labels with image and name of the town and a simple map with plenty of space, showing the main towns on 
the route from Durham to Edinburgh. (Durham cathedral, Chester le Street market, Gateshead Angel of the North, Newcastle  
quayside, Alnwick castle, Berwick viaduct, Edinburgh Arthur’s Seat). Pupils need to add the image and label to the map.  
 
With the support of a writing frame pupils will write a plan for the trip, telling people what they will see along the way, which direction to 
travel and maybe how long it will take. 
 
Suggestions – teachers may want to alter or extend the ‘virtual’ visit’ focus to Cardiff and/ or Belfast. 
 
 
7. What do we know about the UK?  
 
A chance to assess pupil knowledge and close any gaps. 
Pupils’ knowledge of the countries, capitals and surrounding seas and the key characteristics of the UK should be assessed. 
Teachers may want to do this via questioning, via independent labelling tasks, spot the odd one out/ fill in the gap tasks or quiz format. 
 
 
 

  


