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WOODHOUSE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 

 
The Religious Education Policy and Guidelines are based on guidance from Durham 
LA and take full account of the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. 
All staff have access to the Policy and Guidelines and relevant training in this 
curriculum area is built into the staff development programme as appropriate for the 
needs of the school and the staff. 
 
AIMS 
To help children to: 

 acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other 
principal religions represented in Great Britain 

 develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on 
individuals, community, society and cultures 

 develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious 
and moral issues with reference to the principal religions represented in Great 
Britain 

 enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by developing 
awareness of fundamental questions of life raised by human experience and how 
religious teaching can relate to them 

 responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of 
religions and to their own understandings and experiences 

 reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences 

 develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold 
different beliefs from their own and towards living in a society of diverse religions 

  
 
ENTITLEMENT 
Article 24 of the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child states that; 
Every child has the right to think and believe what they choose and also to practise 
their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying 
their rights. Governments must respectthe rights and responsibilities of parents to 
guide their child as they grow up. 

At Woodhose Community Primary School we respect this right and ensure that RE is: 

 taught in accordance with the agreed syllabus and is appropriate for their 
personal needs 

 broad and balanced, relevant, progressive and planned 

 provides coherence and continuity in the development of knowledge and 
understanding, critical thinking and personal reflection. 

 is delivered through a variety of teaching methods and learning opportunities 
using a range of resources 

 is experienced within a framework that encourages links between other subject 
areas and promotes cross curricular understanding 

 
OUTCOMES 
Pupils will have: 

 studied religion through an investigation of a religious approach to life which 
involves learning about religion, exploring living practices, teachings and basic 
patterns in religion 

 Reflected on religion through consideration of a personal response to religion 
which involves learning from religion, reflecting on religious ideas, views and 
perceptions and how they relate to a person’s understanding and life experiences 
within a framework of concepts, knowledge and understanding, attitudes and 
enquiry questioning 

 
 



RE Policy and Guidelines 2017-2018  

 
 
 
 
                            

 
 

WOODHOUSE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

GUIDELINES 
FOR 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The school follows the framework of the Durham Agreed Syllabus 
Religious Education is taught as a separate subject and accounts on average for 5% 
of the timetable. The RE subject leader will evaluate, assess and monitor both the 
work and planning of the staff and children. The subject leader annually writes a 
development plan for RE as part of the School Development Plan 
There are some major changes to the Agreed Syllabus including: 
 

 the introduction of three key elements in RE (Knowledge and Understanding of 
Religion, Critical Thinking, Personal Reflection) to replace the Attainment Targets 
(learning about and from religion). 

 a greater emphasis on continuity and progression with revised programmes of 
study and key focus of learning for each key stage. 

 the separation of Key Stage 2 into Lower and Upper Key Stage 2. 

 revised levels for RE.  

 the introduction of enquiry questions and enquiry based learning. 

 a revised bridging unit between Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3. 

 revised exemplar plans for each key stage. (county to produce) 
 
These changes build on previous developments and will form a firm basis for all 
pupils to make progress in RE both in terms of academic achievement and personal 
development. 
 
OVERVIEW 

This syllabus provides for a developmental approach to RE.  Continuity and 
progression is achieved by building on the knowledge, understanding and skills that 
pupils gain across and between key stages. 
Pupils make progress in RE through: 
 
 developing knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices within 

religion 
 developing skills e.g. of critical thinking, evaluation, analysis, reflection in relation 

to the religious material they learn about. 
 
This syllabus enables teachers to plan for continuity and progression in RE through: 

The RE Concepts – Belief, Authority, Expressions of Belief, Impact of 
Belief 
These underpin the Programmes of Study KS1–3.  Throughout the key stages pupils 
have the opportunity to deepen their understanding of these concepts and make 
increasingly complex studies of religion.  Please see pages 10-11. 

The Programmes of Study 
These indicate appropriate learning about each religion across the key stages.  This 
enables teachers to refer to other key stages to ensure they plan for progression in 
learning.  Please see pages 36-72. 
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Key Focus of Learning  

The key focus for each key stage helps teachers to plan work that is appropriate for 
the age and ability of their pupils.  
The key focus for learning at each key stage is indicated through the three elements: 
 Knowledge and Understanding of Religion 
 Critical Thinking  
 Personal Reflection  
Each element builds on knowledge and skills from the previous key stage.  For 
example, the table below shows the key words of progression across the key stages 
for Knowledge and Understanding of Religion: 
 
 
Teachers can use the key focus to build on previous knowledge and skills developed 
through the three elements, so enabling pupils to make progress. 
Please see pages 28-29. 
 
 
CORE RELIGIONS 
Foundation Stage and KS1 

Christianity 
Buddhism 
 
KS2 

Christianity 
Hinduism 
Sikhism 
 
Woodhouse Community Primary School will provide planning which contains: 

 Clear expectations and outcomes 

 Concepts, skills and attitudes 

 A wide range of teaching and learning styles 

 Relevant cross-curricular links and ensure RE makes a valuable contribution 
to other subjects 

 Ways to develop the children’s understanding and influence of beliefs on the 
individual and community by 

                     Discussion 
               Visits to places of worship 
               Visitors from different religious groups 
               Use of artefacts, books 

 Enable the children to appreciate the values of the religions studied 

 Regular evaluation and assessment of both planning and of children’s work 

 Allow them to reflect on spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues 
 

 
 

 
 

Key focus of 
learning for 
Knowledge and 
Understanding of 
Religion 

KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

identify describe understand 
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N.B. These three elements incorporate what has 
previously been known as Attainment Target 1 and 
Attainment Target 2. 
 

    

 

 PERSONAL 

REFLECTION 

 
Skills of: 

– reflection 

– response 

– empathy 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING OF 

RELIGION 
Skills of: 

– investigation 

– enquiry 

– application 

– synthesis 

 

 

CRITICAL  

THINKING 

 
Skills of: 

– analysis  

– evaluation 

– interpretation 

– expression 

       3  
Elements  

of RE             
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FOUNDATION STAGE PLANNING 

Religious education is planned in the context of the Knowledge and Understanding 
Early Learning Goals and is based on the Durham Agreed Syllabus. 
The QCA document units can be used if required for extra ideas and activities. 
In view of the new Revised Agreed Syllabus the Foundation Stage are to follow the 
Long term plans as in the syllabus.  
 
 
KEY STAGE 1 MEDIUM TERM PLANNING 
Medium Term planning which addresses what is being taught over the term and 
attached weekly planning activities and resources are followed. These are used as 
the basis for planning. 
The QCA document units can be used if required for extra ideas and activities. 
Each year group teacher has a copy of the appropriate units 
 
The planning for Buddhism, Christmas and Easter is now available on the network in 
the shared area for staff to access.  
All staff have access to the Agreed Syllabus 
 
 
KEY STAGE 2 MEDIUM TERM PLANNING 
Planning consists of key questions for each topic and the content in the programmes 
of study are then to be used by the teachers in order to help children understand the 
key questions. 
Christianity is studied in every year and other faiths are studied across a particular 
year to enable children to learn about each one in depth and see how it is unique. 
See the long term plan which is set out as Lower and Upper KS2 
The bridging unit is taught in the summer term in Year 6. 
 
RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL  

Links to specific UNCRC articles should be included in medium term planning. All RE 
lessons at a minimum will support article 14.  
 
ASSESSMENT  

Assessment opportunities have been identified on the planning.  
Teachers highlight and identify children who are high achievers or pupils needing 
support. 
 
WITHDRAWAL 
 
If a parent requests that their child withdraws from RE a withdrawal form is signed 
and the child is sent to another class for the period of this lesson, 
DFE CIRCULAR 1/94. Paragraphs 44-49 
Parents may withdraw their children from Religious Education if they wish. 
 
 
V Hindmarch 
Subject Leader for Religious Education 

 

 

 

 


