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YEAR 5 CURRICULUM MAP 
 Autumn –Vicious Vikings Spring – To infinity and beyond (S 

(G) 
Summer :Viva Mexico  (D.T/ 

History and Geography) 
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Word reading NC Appendix 1   (NC p 43) 

Comprehension Texts include: wide range of fiction (including fairy stories, myths and legends, modern fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage and books from other cultures and traditions), poetry, plays, non fiction texts and reference books / text books   
(NC p 43) 
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Transcription Spelling programme ( NC Appendix ) supported with Spellodrome and Scheme 

Composition 
 

Writing focusing on audience, purpose and form (NC p 47/48) Legends, mystery, suspense and adventure, stories from 
different viewpoints, stories from an established author, flashback narratives,  
Recounts, biographies and autobiographies, explanation, persuasion, instructions, non chron reports, discussion, formal 
and informal 
Cinquains, raps and songs, poems from established writers 

VGP NC Appendix 2 

Speaking and 
Listening 

12 Statutory statements  (NC p 17) 

Maths Number and Place Value, Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, Fractions (decimals and percentages), 
Measures, Geometry: properties of shape, Geometry: position, direction and motion, Statistics 

Science Animals, Including humans-  
Describe changes as humans develop to old 
age 
Describe the ways in which nutrients and 
water are transported within animals and 
humans 
Identify and name the main parts of the 
human circulatory system, and describe the 
functions of the heart, blood vessels and 
blood 
Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs 
and lifestyle on the way their bodies 
function 
(Link to PSHCE) 

 
Plants  
describe the life processes of reproduction 
of some plants 
Need to begin to plant some plants so that 
throughout out the year we can look at how 
they grow and reproduce.  

 

Earth and Space 
Movement of Earth and other planets 
relative to Sun in solar system 
Movement of Moon relative to Earth 
describe Earth, Sun and Moon as 
approximately spherical bodies 
Use Earth’s rotation to describe day and 
night and the apparent  
Movement of the Sun across the sky 
Observatory  
 

Forces-  
That unsupported objects fall towards 
Earth because of the force of gravity 
between the Earth and the falling object 
Effects of air resistance, water resistance 
and friction between moving objects 
That some mechanisms including levers, 
pulleys and gears allow a small force to 
have a greater effect 
Rockets  

Properties and changes of materials-  
Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and 
changes of state are reversible changes 
Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases 
to decide how mixtures may be separated 
including through sieving, filtering and 
evaporation 
That some materials dissolve to form a 
solution and that materials can be 
recovered from solution 

 
Light (sundials/measuring shadows) 
Light appears to travel in straight lines 
use idea that light travels in straight lines 
To explain that objects are seen because 
they give out or reflect light into the eye  
that we see things because light travels 
form sources into eye or from source to 
object to eye 
Use idea that light travels in straight lines 
to explain why shadows are the same 
shape as the objects that cast them 

Working Scientifically – on going across the year 

Computing Coding - Espresso 
 
DEA – Word processing Gold  
Photography, experimenting with photo 
effects  

DEA - Desktop Processing (gold) DEA- Spreadsheets Gold  

DEA – E-safety across the year (link with PSHCE) 

History Viking and Anglo Saxon struggles for 
power – How vicious were the Vikings? 

 
Palace Green – Viking workshop  

History of the Space Race  
 
Observatory visit  
Star gazing – Kielder?  

Non-European Society (Mayan) – 
Who was making history in faraway 
places? 
Chichen Itza/ Coba and Tulum 

Geography Locational Knowledge  
- position and significance of lines of 
longitude and latitude and time zones 
GPS units, Geo caching Auckland Castle.  
Orienteering, Hamsterley Forest  

Locational Knowledge - position and 
significance of lines of longitude and 
latitude and time zones 
Continents, countries around the 
world.  
 

Human and physical geography - 
trade links, natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals & 
water  
Festival with parents  

Geographical skills and fieldwork – on going across the year 

D.T. Textiles - investigate and make an item 
of Viking clothing or design a Viking 
tapestry 

Electric control - make an electrically 
controlled moon buggy  

Cooking and nutrition – Mexican 
street food – cooking torillas and chilli  
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Art and Design Sculpture – Viking helmet  Drawing  & Collage- space theme, 
planets 
Different techniques including 
marbling 

Artists – Arcimboldo  
Painting  & Printing – Mayan prints, 
Ancient Art 
 

 Create  sketchbooks to record observations 

Music World music  
Tuned instruments – oriental effects -  
using notated rhythms -create ideas 
using pentatonic scales 
Viking Songs and music 
 

Ensemble percussion: rhythms 
combined/structured using 
plant/space words, Holst Planet Suite 
to listen to and appraise 
Descriptive percussion ensemble: 
improvisation – compositions: space 
music sequences – recorded using 
graphic score 

Durham Hub – Miss Casewell  
Samba band / street music, ensemble 
structures, carnival 
Jazz and blues: tuned instrument 
ensembles – improvisations – 
compositions/structures using jazz 
scales 

MFL On our way to School (QCA Unit 15) 
Counting up to 100 
Reinforce transport 
Giving directions 
How to spell – the alphabet 

The Planets (QCA Unit 18) 
Reinforce alphabet 
Describing colour/size and 
temperature 
Describing position 
Using intensifiers for opinions 
Giving reasons for opinions 

Beach Scene (QCA Unit 16) 
Reinforce describing colour and size 
Compare colours and sizes 
Describing what people are doing 
using the 3rd person of the present 
tense 

P.E. Rugby  
Dance 

Gymnastics 
Table Tennis  

Cricket 
Athletics 
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(See Y5 Exemplar 

plan p123) 
 
 
 

Planning 
 Agreed Syllabus  
P 115-123 
 

What can we learn about Christian 
faith through studying the lives of 
Northern Saints? 
Demonstrating understanding of 
the significance of northern saints, 
then and now: 
Impact of Belief 
 
Auckland Castle Visit – Chapel 
workshop  
 
Christmas -What are the themes of 
Christmas? 
 
 

What do we know about the 
Bible and why is it important to 
Christians? 
Demonstrating understanding of 
the importance of the Bible, its 
impact on worship, values and 
daily living: 
Authority, Impact of Belief 
 
 
 
Easter - Why is the Last Supper so 
important to Christians? 

What do Sikhs believe and how 
are these beliefs expressed? 
Demonstrating understanding of 
beliefs and practices within 
Sikhism and how beliefs make a 
difference to individual and 
communal life: 
Belief, Authority, Expressions of 
Belief, Impact of Belief 
 
Why should people with a 
religious faith care about the 
environment? 
Demonstrating understanding of 
the impact of religious faiths on 
actions. 
Impact of Belief 
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Additional advice for ICT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Information for computing  
 

Computing Computer Science - Use logical 
reasoning to explain how some 
simple algorithms work.  Use 
Flowol or Go to control an on-
screen simulation.  Using a 
control box use this to control 
their DT Moonbuggy Model 
 
IT - Select, use and combine 
software on a range of digital 
devices - Produce a storyboard 
and animation about the solar 
system. Evaluate.  Use Video 
software  (Photostory, imovie 
etc) to create a short 
documentary about the 1969 
Moon Landings 
 
Digital Literacy - 
SWGFL – Digital Citizenship 
Pledge (Start of year – online 
rules) , You’ve Won a Prize 
Appreciate how search results 
are ranked Use the TASK test so 
that children search for a 
website a planet , and can 
explain why they have chosen it. 
(Title, Author, Summary, 
(K)Child Friendly)  SWGFL How 
to Cite a Site. Use this to 
produce an information sheet 
about the planet 

Computer Science - Solve 
problems by decomposing 
them into smaller parts, Use 
selection. Use logical 
reasoning to detect and 
correct errors in algorithms.  
Create simple repeating 
pattern (spirograph) by using 
nested loops (Scratch 
Logo/Textease turtle), Solve 
problems by using loops e.g. 
Cargobot App, create game 
using loops e.g. whack a witch.  
Use the “Peter Packet” activity 
to start to understand how 
data flows around the world. 
(warning – includes reference 
to AIDS)  
 
IT - Use and combine software 
Use GPS/QR codes to plot a 
journey around the school site 
to make, then follow a maths 
trail.  Search a database (eg 
national rail) to plan a journey 
 
Digital Literacy - Be discerning 
in evaluating digital content 
and conditions.  SWGFL strong 
Passwords. Work with a class 
from another area of the world 
to produce a blog on their 
school day. Use Skype to 
discuss progress 

Computer Science - 
Work with variables Create a 
simple game in Kodu with a 
basic scoring system  
IT - Combine a variety of 
software to accomplish given 
goals, l analyse and evaluate 
data, design system.  Create 
and use spreadsheet to 
calculate food miles for a meal.  
Create a poster/website to 
advertise their athletes meal 
along with explanatory text.  
Use image editing software to 
enhance their pictures. 
Digital Literacy - 
SWGFL – Picture perfect – 
linked to enhancing pictures of 
food. 
Understand the opportunities 
computer networks offer for 
collaboration Create class wiki 
or blog explaining the design 
of their healthy meal 
 


